GET READY FOR GAME DAY!

For questions or suggestions visit us at www.StaffordHitmen.ci
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TOURNAMENT RULES &
FORMAT

Cheer on your champions!

General Rules (All Division)

PARKING: There is plenty of parking around the
complex. Doc Cramer parking and Bishop Lane Parking
COMPLEX RULES: No Smoking. No Pets.
CONCESSIONS: Our concession stand will be open
during the tournament.

FOUL BALLS: We would ask for all players, coaches,
fans, and parents to be aware of foul balls at all times.
There will be more than one game going on at a time,
which can cause foul balls from different fields. Please
return all foul balls to the umpire or closest dugout.
FAN CODE OF CONDUCT: Please See Stafford Code of
Conduct for youth sports.
https://ecode360.com/12644861

We are committed to serving our fans by providing a
secure, comfortable, and enjoyable experience for all
fans.. The Fan Code of Conduct has been instituted to
make sure that your experience is consistent with our
commitment. As a supporter of the teams playing in our
Tournament, we ask you to help us maintain a positive
game day experience by adhering to the following:
Fans will be treated in a consistent, professional and
polite way by all staff and team personnel.
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https://ecode360.com/12644861

Obscene, abusive, and/or racist language, gestures,
signage or behavior directed towards game officials or
opposing team's fans, players or coaching staff is
prohibited. Additionally, obscene or indecent clothing or
related material will not be admitted at our venue.

Verbal or physical confrontation, including dangerous,
abusive or profane behavior is prohibited.

Disruptive actions or behavior that is unruly, disruptive, or
illegal, including but not limited to throwing objects on the
playing surface or unauthorized trespassing on the
playing surface or other restricted areas will result in
immediate removal from the event.

Signs of alcohol impairment in and around any venue
that results in irresponsible behavior will lead to denial of
entry orsubject persons to arrest or ejection from the
event.

Interfering with or failure to abide by security procedures,
emergency procedures or requests from staff concerning
athletic operations will result in immediate removal from
the event.

Fans unwilling to abide by the provisions outlined in this
Fan Code of Conduct will be subject to ejection and may
also be subject to arrest and prosecution.
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Tournament Information (All Division)

WEATHER POLICY : 100% credit for future
tournamentminus $150 admin fee for 0 games played.
$150 credit for future tournament minus $150 admin fee
for 1 game played. NO credit or refund if 2 games played.
ALL SALES FINAL

INSURANCE: Each team is required to have proof of
insurance with them at all times. Proof must also be
provided to theStafford Hitmen prior to the tournament.
Insurance certificate must have :

Stafford Hitmen Baseball and all its affiliates 132
Parkside LN West Creek NJ 08092 &

Stafford Baseball and all its affiliates 500 Doc Cramer
Blvd Stafford NJ 08050

ROSTERS: The roster size should be limited to no more
than 15 players on the team. Rosters need to be
submitted one week in advance.

TEAM EQUIPMENT: Game balls will be provided for all
games. Teams are to bring their own practice balls for
batting cage and warm up. Teams also should bring
helmets, bats, gloves, catchers gear, first aid and other
equipment that may be needed for your team.

BATS : All bats must be in good and safe condition ( see
specific rules on types)

UNIFORMS/CLEATS: Teams are to be in full uniform
once they are on the field. All players must have a
uniform number. METAL CLEATS AT 13U LEVEL ONLY
PRE-GAME WARM UP: Teams will not be allowed to
warm up on the infield prior to the game. They are only
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permitted on the grass portion of the outfield to warm up.
BATTING CAGES: There are 2 batting cages behind LL5
& SR2 for you to use. Please be considerate of other
teams waiting to use a cage.

GAME SCHEDULE: Each team will be pre-selected
during pool play as home and away.

RUN RULE: Game will conclude if there is a 10 run
differential after 4 innings, provided each team had the
equal number of at bats.

LENGTH OF GAME: ( 10u & 12u) Game is 6 innings. No
new inning may start after 1:45 coaches/umpire should
note the actual game start time. Game time starts at the
conclusion of the Plate Meeting.

LENGTH OF GAME ( 13u) Games is 7 innings. No new
inning may start after 1:45 coaches/umpire should note
the actual game start time. Game time starts at the
conclusion of the Plate Meeting.

EXTRA INNINGS: Extra Innings will not occur in pool
play. In Pool Play games there is no International Tie
Breaker (ITB).

POST GAME: Please clear out of the dugout quickly. We
encourage you to have your team meeting outside the
confines of the field to help us keep on schedule.
STARTING GAME EARLY: Please have your teams
ready and available at least 30 minutes prior to game
time in the event we may be able to start early.

ROSTER RULES & LINE UP
Free defensive substitutions are allowed and you are
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allowed to bat your entire line up on both Saturday and
Sunday.

With your batting line up, how you start the game is how
you need to finish the game. If a player is unable to bat in
their spot of the lineup and you do not have subs, it will
be recorded as an out.

Shorthanded Play: All games must be started with at
least 8 players. If a team does not have at least 8 players
at the start of the game then the result is a forfeit. If a
team starts with 8 players then an automatic out will be
called every time the 9th slot in the batting lineup comes
up. If and when a 9th player arrives at any time during
the game, that player is to be inserted immediately into
the lineup in the 9th spot and placed into the game (even
if the team is on defense). Any other player(s) that arrive
after the 9th player can only be used as a legal
substitute.

SUBSTITUTES: Please announce offensive substitutions
to the umpire and opposing team.

COURTESY RUNNERS: may be used for Pitcher or
Catcher at any time. If you are batting full lineup, use last
batted out. If you have subs on the bench, a player not in
the game shall run. The same runner cannot run for the
pitcher or catcher in the same inning, if you are using a
player not in the game; ex: If you have 1 player on the
bench, they may only run for the pitcher or the catcher.
BETWEEN INNINGS

Baseball Pitchers will receive 8 warm ups in the first
inning, 5 every inning thereafter. A new pitcher will
receive 8 warm ups.
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Infield/Outfield balls ARE permitted in between innings.
PITCHING DISTANCES: 10U: 46ft 11U-12U: 50ft 13U:
60.6”

Batting

Teams reserve the right to bat the number of players they
choose.

If you have substitutes, all changes must be made
through the umpire at the time of the change.

If you bat your complete lineup, you will have free
defensive substitution throughout the game.

Lineup cards must have last name, first initial and player
uniform #.

Baseball Specific Rules: (10U)

Runners shall not leave the base until the ball crosses
home plate.

Runners may NOT slide head first.

Infield Fly Rule is NOT in effect.

Tagging up is encouraged.

There is no dropped third strike.

There are no balks on the 46/60 field.

USA BATS ONLY allowed.

Baseball Specific Rules: ( 12U & 13U)

Infield Fly is in effect.

Dropped Third Strike is in effect.

Balks: 1 Warning per Pitcher.

USA or -3 BBCOR BATS ONLY allowed.

Rules that are not listed above revert to Official Baseball
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Rules.

BRACKET PLAY/SEEDINGS

Overall record (winning percentage)

If still tied: Total runs allowed in pool play

If still tied: Total runs scored in pool play

If still tied: Highest single game run differential
If still tied: Lowest single game runs allowed

If still tied: Highest single game runs scored

If still tied: Coin flip

All BASEBALL bracket games will have a time limit of
1:45 time limit.

In BASEBALL bracket games, after 2 extra innings or
when time limit has expired, which ever comes first. Each
team will place last batted out from previous inning on
2nd base to start each inning there after. Play continues
this way until one team is ahead at the end of a full
inning..

Championship games will have no time limit.

*If there is a case where all teams have not played the
same amount of pool play games then we will base best
overall record off of their winning percentage. If multiple
teams have 100% winning percentage but a different
number of wins than the team with the most wins will be
presumed a better seed than the other team. For
example: 3-0 is presumed better than 2-0.

*If, at any time, a team informs the tournament director
that they do not have intentions on playing in the playoffs,
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that team will be immediately removed from
advancement procedures and the remaining teams will
proceed with the regular tie-break rules.

SCORE REPORTING
Text scores to 609-312-9155

AGE ELIGIBILITY PROTEST

Protests will be heard and ruled on by the tournament
committee. The team protesting must have convincing
evidence that a player is not in compliance. If the
tournament committee feels there is convincing evidence,
then they will proceed to the team- in-question’s
submitted roster. From here three cases can occur:
The player’s information on the roster is in compliance
with the tournament and therefore play continues.

The player’s information is not in compliance to the
tournament which results in team expulsion for the
current tournament and the possibility of future
tournaments. If the tournament is still in pool play, the
standings will be recalculated and advancement
procedures will remain the same. If the tournament is in
the playoffs, the current game will become a forfeit and
playoffs will continue as scheduled.

The player’s information on the roster is in compliance
with the tournament but the protesting team has
convincing evidence that the wrong information was
submitted. In this case, the protesting team must provide
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$250 in cash which will be needed in order to gather the
player-in-question’s appropriate documents. From there,
the player-in-question has until the end of the current
game to provide the tournament committee his/her
documents. If he/she cannot provide documents in that
amount of time, then the tournament committee will make
the fairest possible ruling and that ruling will be final.
PLAYING RULES OR ILLEGAL EQUIPMENT PROTEST
Protests will be heard and ruled on by the tournament
committee. The team protesting a playing rule must make
cash payment of $250 at the time of the protest to the
tournament director on-site. If the protest is ruled in the
protesting team’s favor the $250 will be refunded. The
ruling made by the committee will be final. Protests must
be filed and ruled on immediately. You cannot protest a
play on the field if play has already been resumed. If you
are protesting illegal equipment and committee rules in
your favor, then the equipment in question will be
removed immediately and play will continue (any prior
game play leading up to that point remains as it was).
SUSPENSION

Any player or coach that is ejected from a game will be
suspended for the next game. If a team acts unruly or
unsportsmanlike, the Tournament Director reserves the
right to eject that team from the current tournament.
Sportsmanship: In the interest of maintaining a quality
event, the tournament committee reserves the right to
eject any person from the site for unruly or
unsportsmanlike behavior.

THE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
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Reserves the right to adjust the rules, schedules,
brackets, and field locations as needed to complete the
tournament. Every attempt will be made to honor the
game minimum — however, if a situation develops where
a team forfeits or the weather does not cooperate the
Tournament Director will make an attempt to reschedule
games, shorten games, or cancel games in order to
complete the tournament in a timely fashion.

STAFFORD GROUND RULES

Any ball that goes into the dugout area is a dead ball and
runners will be placed accordingly.

All gates must be closed at all times. If for some reason a
gate is open and the ball passes the opening then that
ball is considered dead immediately and runners will be
placed accordingly.

Any ball hit over the yellow cap on the outfield fence is a
homerun.

Any fair ball that caroms into foul territory is a live ball
unless the ball gets lodged in/goes under fencing. In the
case of a lodged ball, the ball becomes dead immediately
and the runners will be placed accordingly.

Teams are allowed one on deck batter, the on deck
batter hall be beyond the base coach closest to their
dugout on the outfield grass.

Batting order and designated head coach will be
discussed at the pre-game conference

Home plate umpire will announce the starting time or
start his stopwatch at the end of the pre-game
conference.

All Sales final. No refunds will be issued on deposits or tournament payments at any time.
Only credits towards future tournaments will be issued.



